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Your Legacy – Our Future

The Royal Ballet School is one of the world’s greatest centres of classical ballet
training which, for generations, has produced dancers and choreographers of  
international renown – from Margot Fonteyn, Antoinette Sibley, Anthony Dowell, 
Anya Linden, Kenneth MacMillan and Darcey Bussell to Lauren Cuthbertson, 
Steven McRae, Edward Watson, Christopher Wheeldon and Liam Scarlett.

The Royal Ballet School nurtured their talent 
and technique, which has since left a rich  
heritage across the globe. Our dancers and  
choreographers, however, would not have 
succeeded without the support of far-sighted 
individuals who made provisions in their will to 
support the School in perpetuity. By following 
their lead, and leaving a gift in your will, you 
will help the School to maintain the highest 
standard of training for future generations.

Legacies have sponsored students who would 
otherwise be unable to attend the School, paid 
for new choreography and productions and 
contributed to capital projects. We encourage
legacies to be made to The Royal Ballet School
Endowment Fund, a registered charity  
(No: 285766), independent of the School and 
administered by its own experienced trustees. 

Donations to the fund are invested for the long 
term and the income generated on the capital 
is directed to wherever the need is greatest. 

We consider our legators as our donors and 
hope they will enjoy and follow the work of the 
School. Their support is acknowledged in our 
Annual Report, with permission, and invitations
to the School’s events and performances 
throughout the year are another way in which 
we can say ‘thank you’. 

Where there’s a Will, there’s a way
We ask those who are kind enough to include  
a gift to The Royal Ballet School in their will, to
let us know. And whatever the size of your gift,
it will make a difference to our students’ future.

Family and friends are, of course, the first concern 
– but should you like to make a meaningful gift 
once your personal commitments have been 
taken care of, a legacy to the School would be 
greatly appreciated. Indeed many people find it 
a comfort to know that their gift will continue 
to support an organisation that they have 
loved and enjoyed during their lifetime.

Including a gift to The Royal Ballet School  
within your will is simple. It may be made in 
the form of cash, property, shares or specific 
items such as works of art, antiques or even 
items for The Royal Ballet School Collections. 
Please see inside for information on how your 
gift may be bequeathed.

To find out more about The Royal Ballet School 
please visit www.royalballetschool.co.uk



How You Can Help

A residuary gift
This is a specified percentage of your estate 
payable after all other legacies, inheritance tax, 
debts and expenses have been paid. 

A pecuniary gift
This is a fixed sum bequeathed to the School, 
which may be index-linked to ensure that its 
value increases in line with inflation. This would 
be free of inheritance tax and leave intact the 
exempt threshold for other non-charitable 
beneficiaries of the will.

A reversionary gift
This ensures your family is provided for during
their lifetime as the gift (property and/or 
investments) is only made after the death of 
any named person(s) – for example a spouse. 
At the same time it may also provide them 
inheritance tax advantages. 

A specific gift
This may be a gift to the School of property, 
works of art, antiques, shares or even rare 
dance books or photographs.

As The Royal Ballet School Endowment Fund 
is a registered charity, no inheritance tax is 
payable on a legacy. By making a gift to a 
charity you may reduce the value of your estate 
for inheritance tax purposes. Please seek advice 
on this from your solicitor or financial advisor.

Please note: In 2011, it was announced that if 
an individual bequeathed at least 10% of their 
net estate to charity (after exemptions, reliefs 
and the nil rate band), the rate of inheritance 
tax on the taxable part of the estate is reduced 
from 40% to 36%. 

A codicil
If you have already made your will and now 
wish to include a gift to The Royal Ballet School 
you may do so by writing a codicil. A codicil 
is simply an addition or change to your will, 
which becomes legal when signed and witnessed
in the presence of two adults. The attached 
codicil form and notes below may be of help:

Codicil form
• Complete your name, address and detail of  
 the gift you wish to leave to the School 
• Choose two witnesses, both adults who are  
 not related to you or mentioned in your will
• In the presence of both witnesses, sign and  
 date your codicil. At the same time, both  
 witnesses countersign the codicil, stating  
 their names, addresses and occupations
• Do not staple your codicil to your will, but  
 always keep both together in a safe place

We would encourage our American supporters 
to bequeath a gift or legacy to The American 
Friends of The Royal Ballet School which is a 
501(C) registered incorporated body, based in 
Washington.

If you would like more information about any 
of the above, or to know how your legacy could 
make a difference to The Royal Ballet School, 
please contact the Head of Development  
(in confidence) on +44 (0)20 7845 7070 or 
email: legacies@royalballetschool.co.uk

For advice on drawing up your will and/or  
codicil, we would always suggest that you 
discuss this with a solicitor. For general  
information about making a will you may find 
the guide produced by The Law Society helpful 
at www.lawsociety.org.uk 
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46 Floral Street | Covent Garden | London WC2E 9DA  

 Telephone: +44 (0)20 7836 8899 | Facsimile: +44 (0)20 7845 7080 | www.royalballetschool.co.uk

The Royal Ballet School Endowment Fund Registered Charity No: 285766



Title     Forename(s)           

 

Surname  

Address  

     Postcode  

Telephone (day)     Telephone (eve)  

Email  

Friend Membership No (if applicable)      Date  

Please tick as appropriate

      I am considering leaving a legacy to The Royal Ballet School Endowment Fund *   
      Please contact me to discuss this further.

I have left a gift to The Royal Ballet School in my will

      Residuary gift      Pecuniary gift   Reversionary gift

      Specific gift (please state)

It would be very helpful to have an approximate indication of the nature/value of your gift, if known.

Is there a specific way you would like your gift to be applied?

      General purposes 

      Student sponsorship and bursaries

      Choreography and performances

      Other (please detail)  

* The Royal Ballet School Endowment Fund is a registered charity (No: 285766), independent of the School. The Trustees 
ensure that donations received are only used for the specific purpose intended by the donor. We are building this Fund 
through the generosity of benefactors who have donated during their lifetime or who have kindly included a bequest to 
The Royal Ballet School in their will.

Pledge Form

Thank you for considering including The Royal Ballet School Endowment Fund in your will. If you have 
decided to leave a legacy, we thank you most sincerely for your generosity.

Please be assured that completion of this pledge form is in no way legally binding and does not limit 
your freedom to change your will in the future. Any information you provide will be treated in the 
strictest confidence and will not be used for any other purpose.

Please complete this form in BLOCK CAPITALS using a ball point pen. Then detach it and return to 
Head of Development, The Royal Ballet School, 46 Floral Street, London WC2E 9DA.

The Royal Ballet School Endowment Fund Registered Charity No: 285766  Registered Office: 46 Floral Street, London WC2E 9DA
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I, (name)    

Of, (address)    

      Post Code  

Declare this to be a codicil to my last will dated  

In addition to the provisions of my said will I would like to give to:

The Royal Ballet School Endowment Fund Registered Charity No: 285766

The sum of £               for its general purposes

The sum of £               for student sponsorship and bursaries

The sum of £               for choreography and performances

A specific gift of  

This legacy is given free of all inheritance tax payable on or by reason of my death.
In all other respects I confirm my said will. In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand this

Day       Month   Two thousand and (year)  

Signature  

Signed by the above named as a codicil in the presence of us both at the same time who at his/
her request and in his/her presence and in the presence of each other have hereunto subscribed 
our names as witnesses:

Witness One

Name  

Of (address)  

      Post Code

Occupation  

Signature  

Witness Two

Name  

Of (address)  

      Post Code

Occupation  

Signature   

Codicil To Your Will 

The Royal Ballet School Endowment Fund Registered Charity No: 285766  Registered Office: 46 Floral Street, London WC2E 9DA






