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Photo: 2nd Year students in Simple Symphony 
by Alastair Marriott

Cover photo: Davi Ramos, 2019 graduate,  
now dancing with Dutch National Ballet Junior 
Company, in Untied, Undone by Ashley Page

Our mission is to nurture, train and 
educate exceptional young dancers for 
the Royal Ballet companies and other 
leading UK and international companies 
and to inspire the future of classical 
ballet training.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3dbub4YC_g
https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/discover/about-us/


One of the particular joys of my role is 
the opportunity to consistently move 
forward, delivering an education in dance 
and beyond that responds to our students’ 
evolving needs and the high demands set 
by the professional world. 
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Photo: 1st Year student dancing Paquita, 
choreography after Marius Petipa, at  
Opera Holland Park
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It has therefore been the utmost privilege 
to lead the School through an exciting 
year, with key developments in our 
healthcare, choreographic and academic 
programmes, and international success  
for our graduates. 

Our final year students inspired us once 
again as they left to join the Royal Ballet 
companies and other top international 
companies. We were delighted that six 
students joined The Royal Ballet’s Aud 
Jebsen Young Dancers Programme and 
Birmingham Royal Ballet, with a further  
15 finding positions in prestigious 
companies around the world.

Before their departure, we celebrated 
their time at the School with four sold-out 
performances at Opera Holland Park, 
this year dedicated to Jay Jolley’s long 
service to the School. Jay, our former 
Acting Artistic Director, Assistant Artistic 
Director and ballet teacher, retired this 
year after 24 years at the School, and 
his enthusiasm and commitment will be 
sorely missed. The students also took to 
the main stage of the Royal Opera House 
in a matinee performance given in honour 
of David Bintley CBE, stepping down as 
Director of Birmingham Royal Ballet after 
almost 25 years of inspiring leadership. 
Ballets presented at the Summer 
Performances included Paquita by Marius 
Petipa, La Valse by Frederick Ashton, 
Simple Symphony by Alastair Marriott 
and Scottish Dances from Bintley’s own 
Flowers of the Forest. My sincere thanks  
to our sponsors and in particular 
Imagination for their continued support  
of the School and these performances.

The year brought some significant 
developments in the School’s 
choreographic training. Our three annual 
choreographic competitions have been 
transformed into Emerging Choreographer 
programmes, allowing several students  

to further develop their work for the stage 
with support from professional mentors. 
It has been truly rewarding to watch 
students’ creative expression blossom 
under the mentorship and encouragement 
of experienced practitioners.

At Upper School, the first cohort of 
students studying for The Royal Ballet 
School degree in Classical Ballet and 
Dance Performance continued to progress 
towards graduation in 2020, while 
those students who completed A Levels 
achieved an impressive 100% pass rate. 
Our belief in the importance of a balanced 
and holistic education was further 
supported by outstanding GCSE results 
at White Lodge, with 60% of results at 
grades 9-7 (A*/A), against a national 
average of 20.6%.

Our pioneering Healthy Dancer 
Programme continues to lead the way 
in dance healthcare, enhancing our 
students’ performance and substantially 
reducing injury through the support 
and research of our 20-strong in-house 
healthcare team. It has been heartening 
to see students becoming empowered 
to take charge of their own wellbeing 
from the age of 11 onwards, laying the 
foundations for a sustained and healthy 
career. I am proud to say that promoting 
positive mental health has continued to 
be a focus, and this year we appointed 
a clinical psychologist to the healthcare 
team. A film showcasing the Healthy 
Dancer Programme was launched in 
2019, demonstrating our world-leading 
commitment to creating strong, resilient 
young dancers.

This programme and so many others this 
year have been enabled and championed 
by our Chairman, the Duchess of 
Wellington OBE, who completed her final 
full year leading the School’s governing 
body. Following a remarkable and  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
successful decade in the role, the Duchess 
will leave an unforgettable and lasting 
legacy. The year to come will provide an 
opportunity to look ahead to the tenure  
of our new Chairman, esteemed 
businessman Christopher Rodrigues CBE, 
and to formally express our gratitude  
to the Duchess for her selfless and 
dedicated leadership.

I also wish to thank, as always, the Board 
of Governors, our community of staff and 
volunteers, and our generous supporters, 
who help to make our students’ 
extraordinary achievements possible.

 

 

CHRISTOPHER POWNEY 

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/discover/people/christopher-powney/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/royalballetschool/albums/72157710007108336


“Training at The Royal Ballet School is just
amazing. I feel so lucky to have such a 
great team of ballet and academic teachers, 
healthcare support, house parents and many 
more people who help us every day to grow 
as artists, dancers and human beings.”

 UPPER SCHOOL STUDENT

Photo: Artistic Director Christopher Powney teaching 2nd Year men’s classical ballet class, Upper School

HIGHLIGHTS

The Royal Ballet School is one of the world’s 
greatest centres of excellence for classical 
ballet training.
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WE HAD 2,983 APPLICATIONS FOR 
OUR FULL-TIME AND ASSOCIATE 
PROGRAMMES

2,983

374 DANCE TEACHERS ATTENDED 
OUR INSPIRE AND INSPIRE TO BE 
TRAINING DAYS

374

1,507 PRIMARY SCHOOL CHILDREN 
WERE INTRODUCED TO DANCE 
THROUGH PRIMARY STEPS

WE HELD PRELIMINARY AUDITIONS  
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN FOUR  
COUNTRIES OUTSIDE THE UK

21 GRADUATING STUDENTS WERE 
AWARDED CONTRACTS WITH 14 
COMPANIES AROUND THE WORLD

21

874 DANCERS JOINED US AT  
OUR INTENSIVES IN LONDON  
AND HONG KONG

874

7,000 PEOPLE WATCHED OUR SUMMER 
PERFORMANCES AT THE LINBURY 
THEATRE, OPERA HOLLAND PARK  
AND THE ROYAL OPERA HOUSE

7,000

106 STUDENTS APPLIED TO JOIN OUR  
NEW ASSOCIATE CENTRE IN DUNDEE,  
OUR FIRST IN SCOTLAND

106

https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/train/apply/
https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/train/dancer-training/dance-teacher-training/inspire/
https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/participate/primary-schools/
https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/train/apply/international-auditions/
https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/discover/alumni/graduate-contracts-2019/
https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/train/dancer-training/intensive-courses/
https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/train/dancer-training/performance-opportunities/summer-performances-2019/
https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/2019/01/14/new-associate-centre-to-open-in-scotland/


GRADUATES 2019

Our 2019 graduating students were awarded 
contracts with 14 internationally renowned 
companies, with six students joining The 
Royal Ballet and Birmingham Royal Ballet.
Photo: Ginevra Zambon, 2019 graduate, now dancing with The Royal Ballet on the Aud Jebsen Young 
Dancers Programme

©
20

18
 T

h
e 

R
o

ya
l B

al
le

t 
S

ch
o

o
l/

P
h

o
to

g
ra

p
hy

 b
y 

A
S

H

https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/2019/07/22/graduation-2019/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/royalballetschool/albums/72157711042468826/with/48787389971/


PERFORMANCES

A new ballet, The Cunning Little Vixen, was 
performed to audiences on three nights 
at the Royal Opera House. The ballet was 
staged as part of a double-bill alongside 
The Royal Ballet’s The Two Pigeons.
Photo: Students performing The Cunning Little Vixen at the Royal Opera House
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https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/2019/02/01/hrh-the-prince-of-wales-attends-school-performance/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/royalballetschool/albums/72157705283896951


The opening night of The Cunning Little 
Vixen was performed in honour of HRH 
The Prince of Wales on the occasion of his 
70th birthday. His Royal Highness met with 
students and Royal Ballet cast members 
after the performance.
Photo: Students meeting HRH The Prince of Wales after the opening night of The Cunning Little Vixen

PERFORMANCES
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https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/2019/02/01/hrh-the-prince-of-wales-attends-school-performance/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/royalballetschool/albums/72157706684444605


PERFORMANCES

Students excelled in all four of our sold-out 
performances at Opera Holland Park, in 
ballets including Paquita by Marius Petipa,  
La Valse by Frederick Ashton, Simple 
Symphony by Alastair Marriott, and Coppélia 
Suite by Marius Petipa, Enrico Cecchetti  
and Peter Wright.
Photo: Coppélia Suite choreographed by Marius Petipa, Enrico Cecchetti and Peter Wright at Opera Holland Park
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/royalballetschool/albums/72157710007108336


The atmosphere in the sold-out Royal  
Opera House was charged with excitement  
as students danced in their final  
performance of the year, watched by  
friends, family and supporters.
Photo: Upper School students performing Paquita, choreography after Marius Petipa, at the Royal Opera House

PERFORMANCES
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/royalballetschool/albums/72157709900307211


Opposite: Pulse by Goyo Montero

This page, clockwise from top left:  
Scottish Dances from Flowers of the  
Forest by David Bintley; Earthborn  
by Robert Binet; Simple Symphony  
by Alastair Marriott; Let’s Begin by  
Anita Young

PERFORMANCES

“The huge amount of courage and hard
 work it has taken for each and every   
 student to get to this moment is, in the 
 instant, paid back in the pride and joy  
 of shared company spirit.”

 SEEING DANCE REVIEW OF THE 2019 ROYAL OPERA HOUSE  
 SUMMER PERFORMANCE
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/royalballetschool/albums/72157709900307211
https://www.flickr.com/photos/royalballetschool/albums/72157710007108336


ARTISTIC

87% of our students receive funding  
support to attend the School. Our 11 to 
16-year-old students live and train at White 
Lodge in the heart of Richmond Park.
Photo: Year 7 girls’ classical ballet class, White Lodge
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https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/discover/academic-boarding/life-at-white-lodge/
https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/discover/history/white-lodge-history-timeline/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=10bPsljoFLk&t=1s


ARTISTIC

In the final three years of the School,  
students train at our studios in Covent 
Garden, which are connected to the Royal 
Opera House. Part of their training is the 
opportunity to dance in both Royal Ballet  
and Birmingham Royal Ballet productions.
Photo: Summer Performance rehearsal, Upper School
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https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/discover/academic-boarding/life-at-upper-school/


ACADEMICS

60% of the School’s GCSE results in  
2019 were at grades 9-7 (A*/A), which  
for an academically non-selective school  
is outstanding. The national average  
was 20.6%. 
Photo: Year 8 history class at White Lodge
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https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/discover/academic-boarding/
https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Exam-results-2019.pdf


ACADEMICS
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At Upper School, students continued to 
study for the new Royal Ballet School degree 
in Classical Ballet and Dance Performance. 
Those students who also completed A Levels 
achieved an impressive 100% pass rate, with 
50% of grades at A*-B.
Photo: Academic classes at Upper School

https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/discover/academic-boarding/life-at-upper-school/degree-course-classical-ballet-and-dance-performance/
https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Exam-results-2019.pdf


HOMELIFE

Students participate in a range of activities 
in the boarding houses and beyond.

Pictured here: students baking, crafting, 
using face masks and on trips.

Top right: Year 11 celebration  
Bottom left: The graduating year of 2019

“My boarding house is such a great home and 
 everyone here is so friendly and welcoming.  
 It is also such a treat to live in a beautiful  
 city like London.”
 UPPER SCHOOL STUDENT
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https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/discover/academic-boarding/life-at-white-lodge/
https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/discover/academic-boarding/life-at-upper-school/


HEALTHCARE

Opposite: Upper body conditioning 
exercises

This page, clockwise from top left: 
nutritionist talking with a student;  
student using an Osteotron machine; 
Pilates instructor working with an  
Upper School student on a cadillac; 
Pilates-based conditioning being  
used in the studio; upper body 
conditioning exercises with weights;  
Pilates instructor working with a  
White Lodge student on a reformer.
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The students’ training is underpinned by a 
world-class in-house healthcare team made 
up of 20 clinical experts. These professionals 
not only care for but also educate the dancers, 
from the age of 11, to understand and look 
after their own mental and physical wellbeing.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XfRYpgwVnE
https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/train/dancer-training/healthy-dancer-programme/


CHOREOGRAPHY
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The new programmes gave more students the 
opportunity to present their work to different 
audiences. Pieces created by the 2019 Kenneth 
MacMillan Emerging Choreographers, along with 
works by other Year 10 and 11 students, were 
showcased at our Summer Performances.
Photo: Break Point by Anna Daly, Year 11. Top photo: Bellyache by Skya Powney, Year 11

The School’s choreographic training was reviewed 
to create a new approach to our three annual 
choreographic competitions. The new Emerging 
Choreographer programmes allow our students  
to be mentored by professional choreographers  
to develop their work for the stage.
Photo: End of the Road by Jack Bruce, Year 11

https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/2018/12/18/kenneth-macmillan-emerging-choreographer-performance-2018/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/royalballetschool/albums/72157704757536035
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_eAgCGkgmGw


CHOREOGRAPHY

Our 2nd Year students presented their 
creations in the Ursula Moreton Emerging 
Choreographer performances. Three pieces
were then performed at the Linbury Theatre 
and Opera Holland Park.
Photo: The Middle of Nowhere by Denilson Almeida, performed at Opera Holland Park
Opposite top: Missing Pieces by James Large, performed at the Young Talent Festival, Linbury Theatre  
Opposite bottom: Les Âmes Malades by Sacha Genet, performed at the Young Talent Festival, Linbury Theatre
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https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/2019/05/14/ursula-moreton-emerging-choreographer-performance-2019/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/royalballetschool/albums/72157707223633291


12 impressive new works by Years 7, 8 and 9 were 
shown to a panel of experts in March, with two 
students announced as the 2019 Ninette de Valois 
Emerging Choreographers.

CHOREOGRAPHY

Photo: Year 9 choreographer Grace Donovan talking to her dancers 
Above left: Classified by Tianie-Finn Grainger, Year 9, performed at Opera Holland Park
Above right: In a Flick of a Switch by Grace Donovan, Year 9
Opposite: Classified by Tianie-Finn Grainger, Year 9 
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https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/2019/04/01/ninette-de-valois-emerging-choreographer-2019/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/royalballetschool/albums/72157690694005093


AUDITIONS

We received a total of 2,983 applications 
to our full-time and Associate training 
programmes. 337 of these dancers 
attended our new international preliminary 
auditions in Spain, Italy, the Czech 
Republic and the USA.
Photo: Year 8 ballet class at White Lodge
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https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/train/apply/


ASSOCIATES
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Our Associates, training at nine centres 
around the UK, are exceptional young 
dancers who aspire to a career in dance. 
This year, 514 Associates attended our 
weekly classes alongside their regular 
ballet classes. We also held auditions  
at our new Associate centre in Dundee, 
which opened in September 2019.
Photo: London Junior Associates in their weekly class

https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/train/dancer-training/associate-programme/


“You have given my daughter the most
tremendous experience, a passion for ballet 
and memories we will all treasure forever.”
PRIMARY STEPS PARENT

PRIMARY STEPS
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Our Primary Steps programme provides an 
accessible introduction to ballet for children 
who would not otherwise have the opportunity. 
This year 1,507 students attended our Autumn 
workshops and 329 students were then invited 
to our after-school classes.
Photo: Dagenham students performing at the Primary Steps Graduation

https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/participate/primary-schools/


Our popular Spring Intensives once again 
attracted a high standard of applicants from 
across the world. In Hong Kong we welcomed 
159 dancers and at White Lodge a total of 
140 attended our week-long programme. 
Photo: Students at our London Spring Intensive

INTENSIVES
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https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/train/dancer-training/intensive-courses/spring-intensives/
https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/2019/05/17/spring-intensives-2019-your-response/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/royalballetschool/albums/72157708838688522
https://www.flickr.com/photos/royalballetschool/albums/72157680415630688


INTENSIVES
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We opened our doors to 575 dancers from  
more than 35 countries for our Summer 
Intensives at White Lodge and Upper School. 
Royal Ballet School teachers and an impressive 
line-up of guest teachers including current 
Royal Ballet stars created an unparalleled 
learning experience for our visiting students.
Photo: Students at our Covent Garden Summer Intensive with Sarah Wildor, former Principal with The Royal Ballet

https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/train/dancer-training/intensive-courses/summer-intensives/
https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/2019/08/24/summer-intensive-2019-your-response/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/royalballetschool/albums/72157711042468826/with/48787389971/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/royalballetschool/albums/72157711045940538/with/48787079053/


Our Inspire: Series 1 seminars offer fresh 
and exciting ideas to guide teachers in their 
approach to classical ballet teaching. This 
year we launched Inspire to be: Series 2 and 
welcomed 47 participants to our first two 
classes as part of the series. Teachers had 
the opportunity to bring their own students 
for a demonstration class.

TEACHER TRAINING

Photo: Teachers watching a ballet class as part of an Inspire to be: Series 2 seminar
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https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/train/dancer-training/dance-teacher-training/inspire/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8XJV_D9D7M


TEACHER TRAINING

15 aspiring teachers joined us in 
September to study for our coveted 
two-year Diploma of Dance Teaching. 
The course provides a comprehensive 
foundation in both technical and 
creative approaches to teaching ballet.
Photo: Diploma of Dance Teaching students in class at Covent Garden
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https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/train/dancer-training/dance-teacher-training/diploma-of-dance-teaching/


Thanks to the generosity of the G & K Boyes 
Charitable Trust, we were able to complete 
a much-needed refurbishment to the White 
Lodge science lab. The lab now provides a 
motivating work space for both students 
and science teachers.

OPERATIONS

Photo: Students in the newly renovated science lab
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SPONSORS

HEALTHY DANCER 
PROGRAMME

Henry C Beck Jr Charitable  
Lead Trust

John and Susan Burns

Sarah Dorfman

EBM Charitable Trust

Headley Trust

Joanna Kaye

Mohamed L Mansour

Maaike McInnes

Monument Trust

Richard O’Connell

Quercus Trust

The Royal Opera House 
Benevolent Fund

Kevin and Olga Senior

The Swire Charitable Trust

The Thompson Family 
Charitable Trust

Jane van Ammel

THE CUNNING LITTLE VIXEN 
SPONSORED BY

Ricki Gail and Robert Conway

2019 SUMMER 
PERFORMANCE SPONSORS
Imagination 
Anna Birkett

The Bunting Family

Richard and Jennie Cunis

Charles Holloway

Nigel and Candida Hurst-Brown

Charles Parker

The Royal Ballet School Young 
Philanthropists

Timothy and Madeleine Plaut

Kevin and Olga Senior

Jane van Ammel

AWARDS AND PRIZES
Valerie Adams

Frederick Ashton Foundation

The Ballet Association

Michael Broderick

Estate of Nina Finburgh

The London Ballet Circle

Lady MacMillan

David Norman

April Olrich Award

Malcolm A Stewart

VisasForDancers PLLC

Peter Wilson

The Worshipful Company of 
Gold and Silver Wyre Drawers

ESSENTIAL SUPPORT  
ALSO PROVIDED BY
Ian and Phyllida Barby

Bloomsbury Flowers

The Borrows Charitable Trust

The Boscawen Bequest

G & K Boyes Charitable Trust

Covent Garden Academy of 
Flowers

The Croucher Charitable Trust

The Estate of Jocelyn Cruft

The Dalby Charitable Trust

Simon and Libby Dangoor

C H Dixon Charitable Trust

Pipa Dobson

June Drew

The Clore Duffield Foundation

D’Oyly Carte Charitable Trust

The Eranda Rothschild 
Foundation

Ruth East

Jackie Evans

Dame Margot Fonteyn 
Scholarship Fund

Frederick Ashton Foundation

Friends of The Royal Ballet 
School

The Estate of Alma Rose Girling

The Headley Trust

Mimi Legat and Dan Freeman

The Leverhulme Trust

Oliver Messel Audition Fund

NJL Foundation

The Estate of Edith Passingham

The Estate of Jill Marion Pelosi

Robin Pike

The Royal Ballet School PTA

The Royal Opera House Covent 
Garden Foundation

Zita Saurel

Sarah Scrope

Geoffrey Spackman

The Taylor Family Foundation

Teale Charitable Trust

Dulcie Pamela Tilley Trust

Robin and Frances Tomkins

The Estate of Caroline Mary 
Watham

Duke and Duchess of Wellington 
Charitable Trust

Ray Wheaton

David and Karen White

John D Wood

Glynn Woodin

‘CORPS’ DONORS 
SUPPORTING CORE COSTS
Peter and Sally Cadbury

Jane Carnegie-Brown

Patrick and Lavinia de Pelet

Rosalind Dwerryhouse

Sylvia Eaborn

Judith Foy

Charles Furness-Smith

Francis and Lynn Howard

Charles and Joey Hue Williams

Julian and Julie Keanie

Peter Lloyd

Audrey Lyons

Lady Marsh

Jane McCafferty

James and Monica Miller

Rosie Miller

Andrew Morison

Karen Nissen

Charles Parker

Guy and Nathalie Perricone

Lady Rankin

Amy Rogers

David Rymer

Gail Sinclair

Julie Ann Smythe

Lucinda Stafford-Deitsch

Becky Steel

Christopher Stockwell

Anthony Vernon

Harold and Olga Wienand

Stephen Wischhusen and 
Michael Manuschka

Ben and Christine Wrey

Tilda Yolland

THE ROYAL BALLET SCHOOL 
YOUNG PHILANTHROPISTS
Henrik Carstens

Tom Clementi

Erinn Collier

Simon and Libby Dangoor

Chatty Dobson

Rebecca Freeman

William Graham

Helga Gutmane

Rory King

Lexie Leeming

Polly Lewin

Jack Mactaggart 

Hannah McCarthy

Iona Reynolds

Rose Scrope

John and Mary Olive Stephens

Alex and Tania Tate

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Madeleine Plaut (Chairman)

Anna Birkett

Jennie Cunis

Dr Genevieve Davies

Sarah Dorfman

Candida Hurst-Brown

Elizabeth Jack

Ceri King

Martine Olsen

Zita Saurel

Sue Sloan

The Duchess of Wellington

We would also like to thank 
those who wish to remain 
anonymous, and those who have 
generously pledged gifts in their 
wills to The Royal Ballet School.

Photo: Upper School students 
performing La Valse by Frederick 
Ashton at the Royal Opera House

THE CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE

Lynda Beresford Jones

Deborah Brice

Christopher Cone

Sir Evelyn de Rothschild

Sir Lloyd and Lady Dorfman

Dame Vivien Duffield

Kenneth and Susan Green

Lady Hobson

Charles Holloway

Imagination

Elizabeth and Roderick Jack

Aud Jebsen

Joanna Kaye

Naoya Kinoshita

Michael and Catherine Loubser

Mohamed L Mansour

Keith and Isabelle McDermott

Maaike McInnes

The Monument Trust

Timothy and Madeleine Plaut

Lord Rothschild

Dame Theresa Sackler

Lord and Lady Sainsbury

Sir Timothy and Lady Sainsbury

The Thompson Family  
Charitable Trust

Lindsay and Sarah Tomlinson

The Duke and Duchess of 
Wellington

Garfield Weston Foundation

Anonymous

STUDENT SPONSORS

The Amar-Franses & Foster-
Jenkins Trust

Edward and Celia Atkin

Suneel and Kamal Bakhshi

Banham Foundation

Anna Birkett

The Bowles Family

Rosalind Brener Trust

The Deborah Loeb Brice 
Foundation

John and Susan Burns

The Calleva Foundation

The Croucher Charitable Trust

Steven and Cheryl Crowe

Richard and Jennie Cunis

The Department for Education

Judith Dickison Memorial Fund

Dame Margot Fonteyn 
Scholarship Fund

Christopher Gorman-Evans

Analida and Charles Graham

Marguerite Griffith-Jones

Julie Harston

Ethel Rose Hart Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

The Estate of Ronald Hawkridge

Charlotte Heber-Percy

Hines Fund

The Hobson Charity

Charles Holloway

Elizabeth and Roderick Jack

The Estate of Joan Kay

The Morris Kemp Scholarship

Doug and Ceri King

Kinoshita Holdings Co Ltd

Valentina Kislaya

Ida Levine

Sarah Lewis

The Philip Loubser Foundation 
(Nadia Nerina Scholarship)

John Lyon’s Charity

The Sir Kenneth MacMillan Fund 
for Young Dancers

The McGinley Foundation

Anna Melluish

Elizabeth May Florence Mills 
Bursary

The Estate of Noreen Pamela  
Joy Mummery (Sopwith 
Bursaries)

Rudolph Nureyev Foundation

Kevin O’Hare Scholarship

Martine Olsen

The Gwynne Parry Memorial 
Fund

Francesca Pratt

Prix de Lausanne

Andre Rzym

The Gerald Ronson Foundation

Rothschild Foundation

Benjamin Schapiro

Brian Shaw Memorial Scholarship

Graeme and Sue Sloan

St Baker Family Foundation 

Lady Henrietta St George

Deborah Stileman

The Sutton Scholarship Fund

The Tait Memorial Trust

Carolyn Usherwood Bequest

Nellie Florence Watson Estate

Helen Webb

Duchess of Wellington 
Scholarship

Anna White

Olive Margaret Worth Fund

Sir Peter Wright Scholarship

STUDENT BURSARY FUNDS 
(IN PERPETUITY)

The Calleva Foundation

Charles Holloway

Sir Joseph Lockwood 
Scholarship

Timothy and Madeleine Plaut

Prince of Wales Bursary Fund

Robert Wallace Bursary

PRINCE OF WALES  
BURSARY FUND

Richard and Jennie Cunis

Dr Genevieve Davies

David and Jane Fletcher

Kenneth and Susan Green

Lady Hobson

Charles Holloway

Roderick and Elizabeth Jack

Timothy and Madeleine Plaut

Dame Theresa Sackler

Duke and Duchess of Wellington

The Thompson Family Charitable 
Trust

ESPRIT DE CORPS (2016-2019)

Ralph and Elizabeth Aldwinckle

Zia Boycott

Roger and Suzy Brookhouse

David and Patricia Chapman

Karen Crisford

Nicola Denoon-Duncan

Claire Fisher

Michael Foreman

Stuart Gordon and Wayne Daniel

Sir Michael and Lady Heller

Jammy Hoare

Susie Keown

Janet Lambert

Cosima Magill

Tim and Diny Maxwell

Pel Mountain

Catherine Nix

Philip Noel

Charlotte Philipps

Christina Pitman

Serena Prest

Kerry and Dimity Rubie

Patsy Seddon

Sarah Sladen

Tara Stotesbury

Alison Titchmarsh

Sophie and Tom O’Day

Alexandra Williams

Simon Wright

 

We gratefully recognise the continued 
generosity of our supporters, who help  
us to ensure our students thrive. 
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https://www.royalballetschool.org.uk/support/
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PRESIDENT  
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FOUNDER 
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DAME DARCEY BUSSELL DBE

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
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GOVERNORS 

CHAIRMAN  

THE DUCHESS OF WELLINGTON OBE 

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN  

RICKI GAIL CONWAY 

LADY DORFMAN  

MADELEINE PLAUT 

SUNEEL BAKHSHI

THE HON. ANNA BIRKETT

JONATHAN CHENEVIX-TRENCH

TOM CLEMENTI

DR GENEVIEVE DAVIES

CLARISSA FARR

DAVID FLETCHER

CANDIDA HURST-BROWN

JANET LAMBERT

MENNA MCGREGOR

KEVIN O’HARE CBE

ZITA SAUREL

DR STEPHEN SPURR

KENNETH STEELE

GOVERNOR EMERITUS 

THE LADY SAINSBURY CBE

 
 

SENIOR STAFF 

CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

PIPPA ADAMSON  
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Our vision is to be the best ballet school 
in the world.
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Report by the trustees on the Summarised Financial Statements
The above summarised financial statements are extracted from the full statutory Governors’ annual report and financial statements  
which were approved by the Governors and signed on their behalf on 17 July 2020. The full financial statements, on which the auditors 
Crowe UK LLP gave an unqualified audit report, have been submitted to the Charity Commission and the Registrar of Companies.
 
The auditors have confirmed to the Governors that, in their opinion, the summarised financial statements are consistent with  
the full financial statements for the year ended 31 August 2019.
 
These summarised financial statements may not contain sufficient information to gain a complete understanding of the financial  
affairs of the charity. The full statutory Governors’ report, financial statements and auditors’ report can be found on our website at  
www.royalballetschool.org.uk/reports. 
 

Signed on behalf of

TOM CLEMENTI  KENNETH STEELE 
GOVERNOR  GOVERNOR  
  

  

For the year ended 31 August 2019

          2019) 2018) 
      £000)  £000)

FIXED ASSETS    

Tangible assets      39,477) 40,400)

   

CURRENT ASSETS   

Debtors      2,474) 2,441)

Cash at bank and in hand      5,062) 5,474)

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS      7,536)  7,915)

   

Creditors: amounts falling due within one year   

Trade and other creditors      (982) (567)

Deferred income      (1,581) (2,603)

NET CURRENT ASSETS      4,973) 4,745)

       ) 

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES     44,450)  45,145)

   

Creditors: amounts falling due after one year     (311) (341)

   

Defined benefit pension scheme liability      (1,311) (591)

       

TOTAL NET ASSETS      42,828)  44,213)  

                                       

THE FUNDS OF THE CHARITY:

Unrestricted funds        

    General fund      2,851) 3,390)

    Designated funds      37,324) 38,393) 

TOTAL UNRESTRICTED FUNDS      40,175) 41,738)

RESTRICTED FUNDS      2,653)   2,430)

       )

TOTAL CHARITY FUNDS      42,828)  44,213)

 

BALANCE SHEET
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For the year ended 31 August 2019

                Unrestricted Funds         Restricted                 Total                  Total
     Funds  Funds  Funds
   General  Designated   2019  2018
   £000  £000  £000  £000  £000

INCOME FROM:      

Charitable activities   9,142  -  9  9,151  8,669

Donations   1,094  -  2,781  3,875  4,012

Other income   68  -  -  68  39

TOTAL INCOME   10,304  -  2,790  13,094  12,720  

                                                                                     

EXPENDITURE ON:       

Raising funds and communications*   

   317  -  -  317  284

                                                                                      

Charitable activities      

Teaching   3,370  -  199  3,569  2,957

Pastoral and welfare   1,914  -  262  2,176  2,217

Outreach and partnership   1,079  10  522  1,611  1,455

Premises   2,057  1,059  536  3,652  3,247

Support and governance   1,466  -  -  1,466  1,639

Grants and prizes   -  -   963  963  875

                                 9,886  1,069  2,482  13,437  12,390

       

TOTAL EXPENDITURE   10,203  1,069   2,482  13,754  12,674

                                                                                       

NET INCOME / (EXPENDITURE)   101 (1,069) 308    (660)  46

       

Transfers between funds   85  - (85)  -  -

       

Other recognised losses       

Actuarial (losses) / gain on defined  

benefit pension scheme   (725)  -  -  (725) 494

                                                                                       

NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS    (539)  (1,069) 223  (1,385) 540)

TOTAL FUNDS BROUGHT FORWARD    3,390   38,393  2,430  44,213  43,673

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD   2,851  37,324  2,653  42,828  44,213

*Development and fundraising £145,000; Marketing and communications £172,000 

All transactions are derived from the charity’s continuing operations.

All recognised gains and losses are included in the Statement of Financial Activities.

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES

THE ROYAL BALLET SCHOOL  |  OUR YEAR 2018/19



EXAMINATION RESULTS 

GCSE PASS RATES GCSE PASS RATES  9-7 (A*-A)

A LEVEL PASS RATES A* to B gradesA LEVEL PASS RATES

ENTRIES

ENTRIES PASSES

222

14 14

95%

100%

2019

2019 2019

2019

 2018 2017 2016
Entries 21 1 211 200
Overall % 9 to 4 (A* to C) 94% 96% 98%

 2018 2017 2016
A* 21% 23% 12%
A 14% 51% 31%

 2018 2017 2016
A level pass rates  45%   12%  29% 
A* to B grades 

     2018 2017 2016
Entries     11 12 14
Passes     11 12 14
Pass Rate     100% 100% 100%

OVERALL % 9 to 4 (A* to C) 35% 25%
(8-9) (7)

PASS RATE

THE ROYAL BALLET SCHOOL  |  OUR YEAR 2018/19

A*-B

50%

HOW  
WE ARE  
FUNDED

WHERE  
OUR MONEY  

GOES

DEPARTMENT FOR  
EDUCATION

PARENTS

38%

26%

12%

16%

11%
7%

2%

30%

32%

26%

WHERE  
OUR FUNDING 
COMES FROM

WHERE  
OUR MONEY  

GOES

DONORS

TEACHING

PREMISES 
AND STUDENT 

ACCOMMODATION

OUTREACH AND 
PARTNERSHIPS

 SUPPORT AND
GOVERNANCE

PASTORAL AND 
HEALTHCARE

STUDENT  
BURSARIES

FUNDRAISING AND  
COMMUNICATIONS

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

THE ROYAL BALLET SCHOOL  |  OUR YEAR 2018/19



Girls 70    
Boys  63    
Total 133

Girls 94   
Boys  23    
Total 117

Girls 38    
Boys  47    
Total 85

Girls 53   
Boys  8    
Total 61

Girls 12   
Boys  3    
Total 15

Girls 191   
Boys  138    
Total 329

Girls 235   
Boys  86    
Total 321

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

London

Bath

Birmingham

Manchester

Newcastle

1st Year

2nd Year

3rd Year

London

Birmingham

London

Blackpool

Bury St Edmunds

Dagenham

Mansfield

Swindon

London

Bath

Birmingham

Eastleigh

Leeds

Manchester

Newcastle

Totnes

13

16
12

13
10

15
15

17

17

0

3

13

13

13
13

XX

14

XX

16

8

30

20
12

29
4

25
9

11
3

22
7

33

13

16

5

18

13

0

2

17

8
36

12

38

34

23

29

48
38

27
31

21
40

STUDENT NUMBERS 2018/19

WHITE LODGE

MID ASSOCIATES

UPPER SCHOOL

SENIOR ASSOCIATES

ADVANCED ASSOCIATES

PRIMARY STEPS AFTER SCHOOL CLASSES

JUNIOR ASSOCIATES

17

0

27

48

6

15

53

NATIONALITIES OF FULL-TIME STUDENTS
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 141

 14

 9

 2

 1

 2

British

American

Australian

Japanese

French

Spanish

Italian

Chinese

Swede

Ukrainian

Belgian

Brazilian

Canadian

Korean

Bermudan/British

British Italian

British/Japanese/Australian

Bulgarian

Czech

Danish

Dutch

Dutch/Chinese

Estonian

Indian

Israeli

Lithuanian

New Zealander

Norwegian

Russian

 141

 1

 1

 1

 2

 3

 1

 1

 1

 1

 1

 5

 1

 1

 4

 9

 2

 1

 1

 1

 1

 5

 3

 3

APPLICATIONS 2018/19 

White Lodge

Upper School

Junior  
Associates

Mid 
Associates

Senior 
Associates

Advanced 
Associates

 524
 87

 446
 93

 174

 258
 21

 93
 7

 19
 4

THE ROYAL BALLET SCHOOL  |  OUR YEAR 2018/19

WHITE LODGE, UPPER SCHOOL & ASSOCIATES FOR ENTRY IN SEPTEMBER 2019

SPRING INTENSIVES

SUMMER INTENSIVES

APPLYING TO:

TOTAL APPLICANTS

TOTAL APPLICANTS

TOTAL APPLICANTS

TOTAL APPLICANTS

TOTAL APPLICANTS

2,983

504

2,203

248

744

2,597

2019 2019

GIRLS BOYS

386

1,257

LONDON 
For 140 places  

WHITE LODGE
For 387 places

HONG KONG 
For 159 places

COVENT GARDEN
For 188 places




